MINISTERS  OF  THE  ASSOCIATE 
SYNOD,  1740-1783 


Edited  by  Prof.  Robert  Morton,  D.D. 

The  list  of  ministers  given  in  this  -paper  was  first  drawn  up  by  one 
who  was  not  only  an  able  theologian  but  also  a noted  ecclesiastic.  Dr 
Walker  says  of  him  : Adam  Gib  “ is  altogether  a unique  figure  in  that 
eighteenth  century.  He  ruled  his  Antiburghers  with  a firm,  strong 
hand,  and  I do  not  know  but  that  an  Antiburgher  Synod  was  as  difficult 
to  rule  as  many  a great  empire  ; they  tried  rebellion  once,  but  it  utterly 
failed.  A clear-headed  man,  with  no  imagination,  plodding  away  in 
the  old  theologies — I should  suppose  a dull  preacher  save  to  persons  of 
his  own  type — given  to  formulas,  he  had  in  him  the  elements  of  the 
enthusiast  or  the  fanatic.  He  wrote,  we  are  told,  his  first  covenant 
with  God  in  the  blood  of  his  own  veins.  Not  without  mellowness  of  soul 
withal : his  elder  brother  was  disinherited  for  bad  behaviour,  but  the 
Antiburgher  chief  burned  their  father’s  will  on  his  promise  to  amend  ; 
and  his  plan  was  successful.  Ultimus  ecclesiasticorum  ! I have  sometimes 
been  disposed  to  exclaim  over  him.”  1 

The  list  was  prepared  by  him  to  feel  the  pulse  of  this  Antiburgher 
organism  with  relation  to  currents  of  thought  that  were  moving  somewhat 
strongly  around  it  at  that  period.  Marks  were  attached  to  the  names 
of  ministers  to  indicate  their  attitude  to  questions  brought  before  the 
Synod  that  were  designed  to  counteract  certain  trends  of  thought.  In 
these  questions  we  have  two  matters  : an  echo  of  past  controversies 
with  which  the  little  church  had  been  agitated,  and  the  shadow  of  a 
controversy  that  was  beginning  to  trouble  it.  The  past  controversies 
were  those  regarding  the  Burgess  Oath  and  the  controversy  shadowed  was 
the  attitude  to  be  taken  up  to  the  existing  government  of  the  country. 

Adam  Gib  was  a strong  Antiburgher,  and  thought  it  utterly  in- 
consistent with  a faithful  testimony  to  Reformation  principles  to  take 
the  oath  that  was  exacted  of  all  burgesses  in  certain  towns  and  which, 
in  his  judgment,  expressed  approval  of  the  existing  ecclesiastical  con- 
stitution. He  was  as  strongly  opposed  to  those  who  refused  to  give 
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1 Walker’s  Scot.  Theo.  and  Theologians,  p.  116. 
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civil  allegiance  to  the  existing  government  on  the  ground  that  it  did  not 
approximate  to  the  ideal  of  civil  government  identified  with  the  National 
Covenants.  He  had  as  little  patience  as  Thomas  Boston  with  what  were 
called  the  Anti-Government  men,  now  known  as  Reformed  Presbyterians. 
He  maintained  that  as  the  civil  authorities  discharged  the  first  function 
of  civil  government  in  maintaining  order,  in  protecting  life  and  property, 
our  civil  allegiance  ought  to  be  given  to  them,  but  we  ought  along  with 
this  to  witness  against  defects  in  the  civil  constitution  and  labour  for  their 
removal.  The  “ Separating  Brethren  ” referred  to  in  the  Overture 
were  those  who  took  a different  view  as  to  the  bearing  and  scope  of  the 
Burgess  Oath,  and  the  attitude  to  be  taken  up  to  the  existing  civil 
authorities.  In  Adam  Gib’s  view,  a current  of  opinion  was  setting 
in  that  was  leading  away  from  what  is  described  in  the  Overture  as 
‘‘  the  homologation  and  constant  profession  of  the  whole  state  and 
management  of  the  Secession  Testimony.”  While  he  stoutly  main- 
tained that  the  civil  ruler  had  a duty  to  the  Church  and  to  religion, 
he  as  stoutly  maintained  that  he  was  going  beyond  his  God-appointed 
province  in  interfering  in  any  way  with  the  internal  affairs  of  the  Church. 

The  following  is  a reprint  of  the  manuscript.1  As  far  as  possible 
dates  have  been  supplied  from  other  sources — chiefly  Dr  Robert  Small’s 
Congregations  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church — where  blanks  or  apparent 
errors  occurred.  Those  supplied  are  placed  in  square  brackets.  Gib 
died  in  1788.  The  Rev.  George  Whytock  was  ordained  minister  at 
Dalkeith  on  April  17,  1776,  and  died  on  October  24,  1805.  The  Rev. 
Robert  Chalmers,  minister  at  Haddington,  was  ordained  on  August  17, 
1780,  and  died  on  December  29,  1837.  He  joined  the  Constitutional 
Presbytery  in  1806. 


A Roll  of  the  Ministers  of  the  Associate  Synod  alive  in  May  1769, 
with  the  Dates  of  their  Ordinations  and  Admissions,  and  the 
Presbyteries  they  belong  to  ; as  also  some  things  about  their 
Meeting  in  May  1769.  By  Adam  Gib. 

The  Associate  Synod  held  a Meeting  at  Edinburgh,  May  2-4,  1769, 
at  which  time  two  things  peculiar  took  place,  viz.  : 

1.  An  Overture  was  laid  before  them  : That  they  might  agree  to 
frame,  pass  and  publish  an  Act,  bearing  this  homologation 
and  constant  profession  of  the  whole  state  and  management 

1 The  history  of  the  MS.  cannot  be  given.  It  was  found  among  the  papers  of 
James  Johnston,  a Bathgate  bookseller,  who  had  bequeathed  it  to  “ one  of  the 
Professors  of  the  Original  Secession  Church  to  be  handed  down  by  him  to  his 
successors.”  See  Scott’s  Annals  and,  Statistics,  Original  Secession  Ch.,  p.  vi. 


ASSOCIATE  SYNOD,  1740-1783 


51 


of  the  Secession  Testimony,  as  the  same  is  set  forth  in  all  the 
public  Acts  and  Deeds  which  have  been  emitted  by  the 
Associate  Presbytery  and  Synod,  and  in  the  Synodical  Acts 
and  Deeds  contained  in  the  publications  which  have  been  made 
under  the  Title  of  Acts  and  Proceedings  relative  to  the  religious 
clause  of  some  Burgess  Oaths,  the  separating  brethren,  Mr 
Thomas  Nairn  and  Mr  Thomas  Mair  ; as  also  a Vindication 
and  Justification  of  the  Secession  Testimony  against  the  shameful 
and  wicked  attempt  which  was  made,  about  fourteen  years 
ago,  for  defaming  and  destroying  the  same,  in  a large  Overture 
published  by  the  pretended  Synod  of  the  Separating  Brethren 
concerning  pretended  errors  in  the  Judicial  Testimony  and 
other  Deeds  which  had  been  passed  by  the  Associate  Presbytery. 

As  to  the  said  Overtures,  one  was  for  agreeing  to  proceed 
according  to  the  whole  of  it  (with  the  concurrence  of  Thomas 
Beveridge,  Elder,  from  Paisley),1  otherwise  for  delaying  all 
consideration  of  it  till  next  meeting  : and  the  majority  were 
for  appointing  a Committee  for  drawing  up  an  Overture  in 
vindication  and  defence  of  the  Judicial  Testimony,  the  Acts 
concerning  the  Doctrine  of  Grace,  and  the  Renovation  of  our 
solemn  Covenants,  and  the  answers  to  Mr  Nairn,  with  the 
declaration  and  defence  thereto  subjoined,  leaving  the  further 
consideration  of  the  Overture  till  afterwards. 

2.  The  Synod  agreed  to  make  a trial  of  meeting  only  once  a year, 
adjourning  to  the  first  Tuesday  of  May,  1770,  by  the  casting 
vote  of  Mr  William  Graham,  Moderator. 

1 Mr  Gib  craved  that  it  might  be  marked,  that  as  he  had  voted  on  the  first 
Question, — Proceed  to  some  step  upon  this  Overture,  or  delay  till  next  meeting  ? 
— so  he  voted  on  the  second  Question — Agree  to  proceed  according  to  the  whole  of 
the  Overture,  or  appoint  a Committee  ? — though  with  the  concurrence  of  only  one 
elder ; because  he  reckons  that  the  Reverend  Synod  ought  to  have  given  some 
present  and  proper  entertainment  to  the  whole  of  the  Overture  proposed,  as  it  only 
aims  at  an  acknowledging,  sustaining,  and  maintaining  of  the  whole  bygone  state 
and  management  of  the  Secession  Testimony — that  they  ought  to  have  done  so  as 
a necessary  piece  of  faithfulness  on  behalf  of  the  whole  of  the  Lord’s  cause  among 
their  hands.  Thomas  Beveridge,  from  Paisley,  declared  his  adherence  to  the  above, 
as  having  voted  in  the  same  manner.  N.B. — Mr  Barlass,  in  voting  Appoint,  added 
— and  lay  aside,  or  throw  out,  the  rest  of  the  Overture  ; and  insisted  to  have  this 
marked  with  his  vote,  though  he  did  not  insist  on  it  after  the  voting  was  over. 

The  Overture  was  laid  before  the  Synod  in  writing,  condescending  on  the  several 
Public  Acts  and  Deeds,  and  enforced  by  seven  reasons. 
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The  following  Roll  of  Synod  Members  is  by  Mr  Whytock  : — 

Ordained.  Names.  Charges.  Presbyteries.  Died. 

1770  July  13  [18]  Thomas  Duncan  . . Elgin Elgin [July  5.  1818] 
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